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Sports� �

Hornets future uncertain

By KEN TRAHAN

From the inception of the franchise in
New Orleans in 2002, skepticism regarding
the ability of the Hornets to succeed and
sustain themselves financially on a long-
term basis has permeated the landscape
here in the New Orleans area. From day
one, I have been one of the skeptics. As a
journalist, it is incumbent upon me to
examine truth, provide substance and state
the facts. The primary fact remains that the
Hornets’ future in New Orleans is in limbo.

In the first week of January, the state of
Louisiana executed a revised deal with the
Hornets that many feel was an execution of
the Hornets future in New Orleans, a death
sentence. While I would not go that far, the
“new deal” does not conjure up any memo-
ries of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s “New Deal.”
In fact, the “new deal” could result in a new
location for the Hornets in the near future.

The deal runs through 2014 but is has a
provision allowing the Hornets to leave as
early as 2009 if they cannot draw up to
14,735 fans by the 2009 season –-the aver-

age for the first three years of the fran-
chise’s existence in New Orleans prior to
Hurricane Katrina. The deal does include
continued financial incentives to the team
based upon attendance figures that basical-
ly mirror those of the current deal. As a
result of the new deal which clearly favors
the Hornets, the concession to the state was
being absolved of the responsibility of
building a new practice facility for the
Hornets at the New Orleans Arena site.

For his part, George Shinn is talking a
positive game, saying that he has mandated
all employees of the New Orleans Hornets
not to say anything negative about the city
or region. Additionally, Shinn and his play-
ers and coaches have been heavily involved
in the community with raising money for
and aiding in the rebuilding of homes and
playgrounds. The Hornets have been good
corporate citizens.

Unfortunately, under the previous lease
agreement, the team was bound here in
ironclad fashion through 2011. There was
no out. There is a relatively easy out now
with the penalty to relocate being some-
what modest. Without a doubt, Shinn would
have kept his team in Oklahoma City were
it not for the previous lease. That lease
saved the franchise for New Orleans, at
least in the short-term.

The question lingers – why did the state
sign such a one-sided lease which provides
enormous leverage to the Hornets? The
answer lies in the pressure put on the state
by the Hornets, the lingering issue of a
practice facility, the financial state of the
state and the presence of the New Orleans
Saints. The Hornets have been pressuring
the state for a practice facility for several
years now. A practice facility for the team
was promised in the initial relocation
agreement for New Orleans East. After sur-
veying the landscape, the Hornets decided
that the eastern sector was not conducive to
success or investment. That became more
pronounced after Hurricane Katrina. The
proposal to build the practice facility down-
town by the Hornets was met with a less
than enthusiastic response from the
Louisiana Sports and Exposition District
and elected officials. They were not inter-
ested in giving up the property adjacent to
the arena. Finally, a proposal was made to
build the facility connected to the arena. All
sides liked the idea but the money to do so
was not on-hand. By providing a new,
favorable lease for the team, the practice
facility issue got pushed to the back-burn-
er, lessening the financial burden of the
state to the Hornets.

How do the New Orleans Saints figure
in this? As the major professional tenant of
the state of Louisiana, the Saints have a
sweetheart deal with the state that includes
massive, growing inducements and incen-
tives. The price tag will continue to get
steeper. The statewide push and focus is to
meet those demands to keep the Saints on a
long-term basis. As a result, with the pri-
mary effort and monies from the state ded-
icated to the Saints, there simply is not
much left in the bank for the Hornets.

The other questions about the future are
easier to answer. To have any chance at suc-
cess, the team has to be successful on the
floor. That has been the case in 2007-2008,
with the team possessing one of the best
records in the Western Conference and
league thus far. Chris Paul, Tyson Chandler
and David West are terrific players who
win with engaging games. Peja Stojakovic
has emerged relatively healthy and has
made a difference. This is a good team that
is fun to watch. Shinn brought in a local
minority partner in Gary Chouest, who has
helped in attracting sponsors and has
played a big role in nearly filling the suites
at New Orleans Arena. Should Shinn
choose to divest himself of the team
(unlikely), Chouest may have the money
and partners to buy him out. Would the
league let Shinn relocate again? That is a
bigger question and somewhat doubtful.
David Stern frowns on relocations and cer-
tainly is skeptical about Shinn doing so
again.

To make it work next year, fans will
have to step up and buy season tickets. To
get to the prescribed number, you will need

to sell at least 2,000-2,500 more season
tickets to guarantee numbers. Can it hap-
pen? Certainly! Will it happen? That
remains to be seen. This is football country.
Despite the fact that New Orleans offers the
cheapest average ticket price in the NBA,
tickets are not cheap. Neither is parking.
Despite having an outstanding team, fans
are ambivalent toward the team. North
shore residents cannot even see the games
on television. There are many obstacles to
clear. The future is uncertain but we must
take a pro-active approach and a “can do”
attitude rather than to make excuses about
population, economy, television exposure
and ticket prices. The deal is done. It is now
incumbent upon fans to prove that they
truly want this team or are willing to part
with them. As residents and fans, we are on
the clock. Fortunately, it is not a 24 second
clock. I will leave that to Chris Paul. We
have just over a year to step up or slide
down in terms of jobs, economy and per-
ception to potential residents, businesses
and investors. We cannot afford to fail. �

Ken Trahan serves as program and
sports director of WGSO 990
AM/WGSO.com. Trahan is the also the gen-
eral manager and chairman of the board of
the Saints Hall of Fame Museum, writes a
column/blog for NOLA.com and runs the
Life Resources Sports Ministry.
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now should end the matter relatively quickly
and allow the governor to focus on his ethics
reform agenda.

Nevertheless, the timing of this violation
could not have been worse for Jindal, as he
prepares for the special session dedicated to
ethics reform. His critics will point to this as
an indication that Jindal is not following the
“gold standard” that he promised to set in
Louisiana regarding ethics.

This incident clearly shows that campaign
finance reform needs to be included in the
agenda for the ethics special session. It should
not in any way deter Governor Jindal and his
supporters from pushing for a very aggressive
reform agenda.

All aspects of the political system in
Louisiana need to be reformed. The changes
should be widespread and far reaching and
the reforms should apply to every politician in
Louisiana, starting at the top. �

Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans
and his Louisiana based television program,
“Ringside Politics,” airs at 8:30 p.m. on
Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS
television station WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and
from 5:00 a.m. until 9:00 a.m. on radio sta-
tion WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and the
north shore. Visit Crouere’s website at
www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere
at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

POLITICAL REVIEW
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By RAFAEL SADDY

Owning a home is the dream of most everyone, but
figuring out the finances can turn that dream into a
nightmare. To protect yourself, especially if you are a
first-time home buyer, I suggest you attend a home buy-
ing training program.

While participating in a home buying training pro-
gram, you will learn how to figure out what price range
you can afford and how much you are able to borrow.
You will learn everything you need to know about clos-
ing costs. You will be helped to understand whether or
not you should pay discount points to the lender in order
to get a lower interest rate on your mortgage. You will
learn the advantages of choosing a 15 year versus a 30
year loan. You will understand whether to choose a
fixed or adjustable interest rate. You will be educated
about what you need to know to avoid foreclosure.

This class will also educate you about your FICO
(Fair Isaac Corporation) score, which is the most widely
used score in the mortgage industry, and how it can affect
the purchase of a home. FICO scores are used by the
major reporting agencies in the United States to assess
credit risk and will influence your mortgage interest rate.

Attending a home buying training program will
help make you aware of the practices that predatory
lenders employ which can cost you to lose money or
lead to foreclosure.

A home buying training program is offered in

Spanish at the city of Kenner Hispanic Resource Center.
Call 469-2571 for more information.
Community announcements and events

Asociacion Nicaraguense de Louisiana
(ANDELA): February 13, general meeting. For infor-
mation call 466-1483 or 466-4619.

City of Kenner Hispanic Resource Center: February
1-29 numerous events are being offered such as the Pro-
Bono Legal Clinic on February 9. For information call
469-2571.

Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana
(LACAL): February 8, general meeting. For informa-
tion call 464-4619 or email lacal1234@bellsouth.net.

The Hispanic Forum: February 15 and 29, general
meeting. For information call 310-6880.

Unidad Hispanoamericana: February 9, presenta-
tion of the candidates competing for Miss Unidad
Hispanoamericana 2008. Dance the night away with
Rumba Buena. For information call 975-0949.

I leave you with this minute of wisdom: God is
everywhere at the same time, in your environments and
inside you! He will not abandon you and will never
leave you alone. Do not permit grief to disturb you: try
to conserve the calm and to listen inside you to the
silent word of God. This will prepare you to conquer the
obstacles of the road and to discover the truth of the
things and of the people. God Bless. �

Rafael E. Saddy is president of the Latin American
Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL). Email Saddy
at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence for
LACAL can be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA
70064-0284.

Latin American News� �

Home buying training
programs offered in Kenner

Schools� �

Chapelle Hi-steppers dance team
2008 high school jazz state champions

The Chapelle Hi-Stepper
Dance Team competed at the
American All Star State
Competition in Lafayette the
weekend of January 18-20. The
girls competed in various cate-
gories and earned many trophies.
In junior high school solos
Brittany Hieken won first place,
Shelby Jacob won second place
and Victoria Rein placed third. In
the senior high school solos divi-
sion Nicole Defourneaux placed
second place. In the category of
high school duets Nicole
Defourneaux and Brittany Heiken
came in first place, Stephanie
Meyn and Victoria Rein were
third and Heather Gregoire and
Shelby Jacob placed fourth. In the
category of high school officers Heather Gregoire,
Nicole Defourneaux, Stephanie Meyn, Megan Rabito,
and Victoria Rein came in third. In high school Division
III, the Hi-Steppers came in first place in jazz, fourth

place in pom and were third in prop/novelty. In the high
school state champion’s category the team came in first
in jazz and fourth in prop/novelty.

SINCE 1978

450-1753

FREE ESTIMATES

AFTER HOURS CLEANING
Restaurants, hotels &

large commercial buildings

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
(504) 888-4941

Fax (504) 888-8120

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•
Residential Repairs

Servicing Metairie & Kenner

SMALL JOBS

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

TCC
to come

Treasure Chest Casino, 
located in Kenner, Louisiana,
will be discontinuing the use
of gaming tokens beginning 

Sunday, June 1st, 2008. 
Gaming tokens can be

redeemed at the 
main cage prior to 

Sunday, June 1st, 2008. 

GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1-877-770-STOP(7867)

IT’S WHERE YOU BELONG!
5050 Williams Blvd. • Kenner, Louisiana • 504-443-8000

Sunday - Thursday 11am-3am • Friday & Saturday 11am-5am
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full or part-time and meet the following income limits:
$37,783 ($39,783 if married, filing jointly) with two

or more children; up to $4,716 in refunds are possible.
$33,241 ($35,241 if married, filing jointly) with one

qualifying child; up to $2,853 in refunds possible.
$12,590 ($14,590 if married, filing jointly) with no

qualifying children; up to $428.
To qualify, children must live with the worker for

more than half the year. They may be children, stepchil-
dren, grandchildren, adopted or foster children, siblings
or descendants of such. Nineteen is the age limit unless
the child is a full-time student, when the age limit
increases to 24. No age limit applies if the child is total-
ly and permanently disabled.

In Kenner the free VITA site is the Hispanic
Apostolate located at 4309 Williams Boulevard. Free
tax assistance is also offered by AARP at the Kenner
Senior Citizens Center located at 641 Compromise
Street and at the Pavilion at Kenner City Park, 3800
Loyola Drive.

To find other VITA sites, call toll-free 1-888-LA-
HELP-U (1-888-524-3578).

Workers should bring the following to the VITA site
to assist with preparation: a photo ID, Social Security
numbers and birthdates for all household members and
dependents; wage/earning statement(s) (W-2, W-2g,
1099-MISC, 1099-R); interest/dividend statements
(1099 forms); if available, bank routing numbers and
account numbers for direct deposit; the total amount
paid for day care in 2007 (if applicable); and day care
provider’s employer identification number or Social
Security number.

Solutions to Poverty initiatives support Louisiana
families’ efforts to move from poverty to self-sufficien-
cy. In addition to the EITC awareness campaign and
free tax preparation, SToP includes the Quality Start
child-care center rating system, linking quality child
care to the new state School Readiness Tax Credit for
parents, personnel and the child-care facility; the
Individual Development Account, a 4 to 1 savings
match for low-income first-time homebuyers; the
Microenterprise small business development program;
and all programs in OFS that stabilize and strengthen
families. �

Community� �

State offers free tax preparation, reminds working families of EITC
A refund of up to nearly $5,000 from the federal Earned

Income Tax Credit can make a significant difference to a low-
income family, and the state is urging working Louisiana families
to find out if they’re eligible and then use a free tax service to file.

The Louisiana Department of Social Services (DSS), in con-
junction with the departments of Revenue and Labor, announced
the opening of nearly 160 free Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) sites across the state to provide free tax preparation to low
to moderate-income filers. The sites will be open through April 16.

Drew Murray, director of Solutions to Poverty at DSS, which
includes asset-building programs and EITC, said that each year
working Louisiana families fail to claim an estimated $100 mil-
lion in EITC refunds for which they qualify. In many cases, the
refund can be the equivalent of a $1 to $2-an-hour pay raise.

He said, “Some recipients parlay the funds into saving for a
home of their own, for a car or education expenses. For others, it
might simply mean the ability to have a bit of breathing space in
the budget. Either way, if you qualify, you should be claiming it.”

Murray also cautioned families against the use of so-called
“rapid refunds,” which really are high-interest loans: “Please save
your money. Use a free tax service,” he said.

The federal EITC is a tax benefit for low to moderate income
working families, including some without children. People who
qualify can get a refund even if no taxes were taken out of their
pay during the year. Residents also can file for back refunds for
previous years.

Getting the refund has no effect on eligibility for benefits such
as cash assistance (welfare), Medicaid, food stamps,
Supplemental Security Income or subsidized housing.

To be eligible, a single or married person must have worked

We are a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endured for 119 years! And we believe that makes a
great difference in the care, service and value your

family receives. If you ever have a question or would
like more information feel free to call or stop by.

overwhelmed by my persistence that they will have three
choices – abide by the codes, sell their properties or
move out of Kenner,” Councilman Zahn said.
“Hopefully these same individuals will realize that I will
not tolerate problem areas, particularly in District 3.”

Zahn said that he has also made the expansion of the
code enforcement department a main focus in the city’s
2008-2009 budget, an idea that he shares with Mayor
Ed Muniz.

“We need to give each council district at least two,
if not three, code enforcers. I am also working with the
city attorney to strengthen language in our city ordi-
nances with regard to dwellings that are uninhabitable,
screening dumpsters from public view, and how our
court summons process for violations works,” Zahn
said.

The January 25 sweep was the city’s fourth since
August of 2005. The city has indicated that more fre-
quent sweeps are planned in the near future. �

DISTRICT 3 SWEEP
(continued from page 1)

workers.
That was when Chiro got a call from the late Larry

Hooper, then mayor of Kenner and a long-time family
friend. “He said there was an opening at City Hall and
the job was mine if I wanted it,” remembers Chiro. “He
said he couldn’t promise advancement. That would be
up to me. But he knew my family was going through a
tough time and he wanted to give me a chance at a good
career.”

Chiro took the job and changed his life. He began as
a clerk in what was then called the Regulatory Section
of the Public Works Department. It was 1982 and there
was a lot of expansion taking place in north Kenner.
There was a lot of new emphasis on meeting minimum
construction standards for both commercial and resi-
dential property and people in Kenner were becoming
very conscious of property values and the factors that
could impact the financial worth of their properties.

In 1989, then-Mayor Aaron Broussard and the City

Council created a separate Code Enforcement
Department. The first department head for Code
Enforcement was Nick Nicolosi, a future Chief
Administrative Officer for the city. In 1991, Chiro was
named the department head, a job he has held for the
past 16 years.

Today, the department also has responsibilities for
taxicabs, motor vehicle inspections (brake tags), the
humane treatment of animals and animal control, as
well as occupational licenses. Now, 48 employees
report to Chiro.

But, code enforcement is the most important job for
Chiro and his employees. “It’s the quality of life issue,”
he says. “We hear from the administration, the Council,
the civic associations, the civic leaders and just ordi-
nary folks who want to be sure their property values are
protected by having everyone build and maintain
according to the city’s codes.”

Like many life-long Kenner residents, Chiro is
filled with pride about the way that the city has devel-
oped. “I’m very pleased that my grown children have
chosen to live in Kenner,” he says. “This was a
remarkable place when I was growing up, although the
city didn’t have much wealth. Today, I think Kenner is
one of the great places to live and work in America.
It’s safe, property values keep going up and we might
well be in line for a real boom. As it turned out, I’m
one lucky guy to be where I am and in the job that I
hold.” �

KEITH CHIRO
(continued from page 1)

521-GIVE (4483), indicate your donor wishes on your
drivers’ license with the Louisiana Department of
Motor Vehicles or, if you are under 18 years, make your
wishes known to a parent or guardian.

Ochsner performs more transplants per year than
any other transplant facility in the region, is a
Medicare-approved transplant center for heart, liver and
kidney transplantation and performs ongoing clinical
and laboratory research projects representing all
aspects of transplantation. For more information, call
Ochsner’s 24-hour Transplant hotline at (800) 643-
1635. �

OCHSNER
(continued from page 23)
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KENNER LEGISLATIVE 
(continued from page 1)

and very knowledgeable legislative veterans.
They were famous for their ability to

put together coalitions that included
Jefferson Parish, most of the metro New
Orleans area legislators and powerful legis-
lators from Acadiana and North Louisiana.
Lentini, Martiny and Ansardi had a gift for
providing crucial assistance to others who
in turn helped the Kenner legislative dele-
gation when it came time to provide state
funding for Kenner road improvements,
drainage or other projects.

The strategic and tactical excellence of
Martiny, Lentini and Ansardi didn’t just
come to them overnight. It was a skill they
developed over the years as they studied
and got to know their legislative colleagues.
So it will be for Ligi and Willmott. Both
appear to have excellent temperaments for
the Legislature. They are bright, likeable
and enthusiastic. Both are hoping to win
state funding to help with drainage prob-
lems in North and South Kenner, especially
the Lake Trail Drive mess that has gone
unresolved for several years. Willmott and
Ligi have already absorbed the basic arith-
metic that a three-member delegation can’t
accomplish anything without a lot of help
from a lot of friends.

However, it would be unrealistic to
imagine that they will gain the kind of cred-
ibility and power overnight that their distin-
guished predecessors took years to develop.

“We should be seen as a work in
progress,” says Senator Martiny, who will
provide senior leadership for the new
Kenner legislative delegation. “But it’s rea-
sonable to be very optimistic about our
potential. I think Tom and Tony are going to
be excellent.”

Among those who are optimistic about
the future of the new Kenner legislative del-
egation is Mayor Ed Muniz.

“Obviously, Senator Martiny, who is
very well regarded by his legislative col-
leagues, will be our go-to-guy in Baton
Rouge in the beginning,” said Mayor
Muniz. “But I am very impressed by the
two freshmen in the House of
Representatives elected by the voters. I
think both of them will be outstanding leg-
islators. It is especially good for Kenner
that Rep. Ligi has been named to the House
Appropriations Committee. We will be
working closely with Jefferson Parish to
assist them with their legislative program
while they will also be helping us.”

The Muniz administration has filed
four major capital outlay programs they
hope the legislative delegation will be able
to move over the next several years. These
include Laketown improvements, Phase 2,
$1.8 million; Third Street Corridor
Improvements in Rivertown, $996,000;
Kenner City Park Phase 2, $507,000, and
Wastewater Treatment Facility improve-
ments, $8.67 million.

“Obviously, all these projects will not
move forward at the same pace,” said
Mayor Muniz. “We’ll work closely with our
legislative delegation to push them forward
at the right times for each project. Our

administration prides ourselves on being
good team players and we’ll be working
with a good team in the State House and
Senate. I’m hoping for some real progress
in 2008.”

It won’t hurt that the Kenner legislative
delegation figures to be very supportive of
Governor Bobby Jindal’s reform package of
legislation.

All three members of the Kenner dele-
gation have met with the governor and are
impressed with his zeal, enthusiasm and
desire to build a non-partisan majority for
change. In principle, you can mark down all
three Kenner legislators as partisans for
ethics reform, although the devil as always
is in the details. But, like most legislators,
they start off as advocates for ethics reform,
although like everyone else they’ll be read-
ing the fine print with a magnifying glass.

What everyone, including Martiny, Ligi
and Willmott, wants is to see Louisiana lift-
ed with the hope that it will be Governor
Jindal who offers a clear path that a tremen-
dous majority can endorse. That’s the gov-
ernor’s challenge.

Meanwhile, the three members of the
Kenner legislative delegation are hopeful
and eager to get started. As Rep. Ligi says,
“I really enjoyed meeting with the gover-
nor. He seems relentless and driven. During
the campaign, I think I spoke to almost
every voter in my district and there is an
overwhelming dissatisfaction with
Louisiana’s recent past and a hope for
something better under this governor and
this Legislature. I feel the same way. What
we all seem to share is a desire for
Louisiana, for Kenner, for Jefferson Parish
and the region to do better in every way.
With everyone in agreement, the
Legislature is certainly the right place to
change our laws so we can move forward
together. That certainly is the goal.”

An ethics special session is proposed
for February 10. The regular Legislative
session is scheduled to convene at noon on
March 31, 2008 ending no later than 6:00
p.m. on June 23, 2008.

Senator Martiny can be contacted at 131
Airline Highway, Suite 201, Metairie, LA
70001, 834-7676 or martinyd@legis.state.la.us.

Rep. Ligi can be contacted at 4425
Clearview Parkway, Suite B, Metairie, LA
70006, 456-3173 or ligit@legis.state.la.us.

Rep. Willmott can be contacted at 2002
20th Street, Suite 204A, Kenner, LA 70062,
465-3479 or willmott@legis.state.la.us. �

tance of checking coolant levels. More than
27 percent of vehicles had low levels of
coolant when checked during a recent
national car care month and 20 percent need-
ed a coolant flush to protect against rust, dirt
and mineral deposits.

If you heed the following tips you will
guarantee that your cooling system works
efficiently this winter:

Properly check coolant levels. You will
need a few basic service tools and an
antifreeze ball tester available at your local
auto parts store.

AUTO
(continued from page 20)

Start with a cold engine because open-
ing a hot radiator, coolant reservoir or
overflow tank can cause severe burns.

Add the correct mix ratio if found low. If
the antifreeze or coolant is low, add a 50/50
mix of approved antifreeze and distilled
water. If you have changed your antifreeze
recently, but levels are low, use the
antifreeze ball tester to make sure the
coolant-to-water ratio is correct.

Check the hoses. Replace any leaking,

brittle, spongy or cracked hoses. Also, check
to make sure the radiator hose clamps are
tight to prevent leaks at connections.�

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and
operated full-service tire and automotive
shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in
Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website is
www.scottystireauto.com.

Sign up for Kenner alerts!
In an effort to keep its residents informed

of what is happening, the city is now offer-
ing the opportunity for everyone to receive
email alerts. Information will be kept com-
pletely confidential and will not be shared

with outside parties. Anyone wishing to
receive these email alerts should follow the

directions at the website listed below.
www.ktv76.com/alerts.html
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